Psychology Curriculum Map

Curriculum Intent Overview

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and how it dictates and influences our behaviour, from communication and memory to thought and emotion. It's about understanding what makes people tick and how this understanding can
help us address many of the problems and issues in society today. People seek the help and support of psychologists for all sorts of problems, and psychologists employ their knowledge and expertise to help in many areas of society. The
A level Psychology curriculum will give students a strong foundation to pursue a career in the field. By the end of the course students will be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research

studies, research methods and ethical issues within Psychology. They will be able apply psychological knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts and be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories,
research studies and research methods. Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills is a vital part of the Psychology curriculum and students will be given opportunity to design and
carry out their own research as well as practice analysing and interpreting data.
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Year 13

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson which are live
marked using a model
answer and mark
scheme

e Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

e End of Social Influence
topic test

Unit: Biopsychology

Knowledge:

This topic requires
knowledge of the nervous

Localisation of function in
the brain and hemispheric
lateralisation

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson which are live
marked using a model
answer and mark
scheme

e Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

e End of Attachment topic
test

Unit: Issues and Debates &
Research Methods

Knowledge:

In Issues and Debates,

Assessment:

Teachers marking and
feedback.
Students’ complete

exam questions every
lesson which are live
marked using a model
answer and mark
scheme

Peer/self-assessment

throughout the topic

e End of Memory topic
test

e (I 1 paper
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Knowledge:

The main aim of this topic is In this topic, students learn
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e Teachers marking and
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e Students’ complete
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answer and mark
scheme
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throughout the topic

e End of Approaches topic
o

test
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Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson which are live
marked using a model
answer and mark
scheme
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throughout the topic
End of Clinical
Psychology and Mental
Health topic test
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Students learn to apply
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Knowledge of the plasticity Psychology, such examples
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include Nature Vs Nurture

the brain after trauma. And debates and Holism Vs

the different ways of
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Reductionism.

Issues are also discussed in
Psychology such as gender
and culture bias. These are
looked into with great
detail and implications and
solutions are explored.

Research in Year 13
continues with topics such
as thematic analysis,
content analysis and further

psychological explanation

Explanations of aggression

challenging essay

of Schizophrenia, finally the are explored such as geneticquestions.

interactionist explanation

and treatment is explored.

factors for example the
MAOA gene.

Further explanations such
as the ethological,
evolutionary and social
psychological explanations
of behaviour are learned
and how media can
influence aggression.

Content will be revised
which focuses on areas of
identified weakness in class
assessments and Gl papers,
areas students lack
confidence and areas likely
to emerge in this year’s
exams will be focused on.
Students will be given
practice exam questions
and regular tests that will
enable them to see what
topics they should focus
their revision on. Students
will use their mock papers,
revision guides, revision

Assessment:

Teachers marking and
feedback.
Students’ complete

exam questions every
lesson which are live
marked using a model
answer and mark
scheme

Peer/self-assessment

throughout the topic

e End of Relationships
topic test

e (I 2 paper

Unit: Public exams begin

Knowledge:

Revision is carried out of all
prior knowledge in
preparation for public
exams (papers 1, 2, and 3)

with a focus on developing e

extended writing and
challenging essay
questions.
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which focuses on areas of
identified weakness in class
assessments and Gl papers,
areas students lack
confidence and areas likely
to emerge in this year’s
exams will be focused on.
Students will be given
practice exam questions
and regular tests that will
enable them to see what
topics they should focus
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will use their mock papers,
revision guides, revision

By end of year pupils

Students can
confidently answer
a range of different
mark answers

Students will be
confident in the
structure of an 8-
marker and 16-
mark question

Use specialist
terminology
consistently and
fluently

Confidently write
well developed
evaluations in 16-
mark question and
link to issues and
debates to achieve
top band marks



Skills:

e Writing effective outline
of knowledge.

e Writing effective
application

e Writing effective
evaluation

e Extended writing skills,
particularly in relation

to 8 & 16-mark answers °

e Scientific processes and
data handling and
analysis

e Designing practical
investigations

e Maths skills

* Maths skills

Prior/Future links:

The link between brain
structure and function is
first highlighted during OCD
in Year 12, revisited in
Schizophrenia and
Aggression

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback Students’
complete exam
questions every lesson
are live marked using a
model answer and mark
scheme

e Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

statistical testing and
research methods practice.

Skills:

e Writing effective outline

of knowledge.

e Writing effective
application

e Writing effective
evaluation

e Extended writing skills,

particularly in relation

to 8 & 16-mark answers

Scientific processes and

data handling and

analysis

e Designing practical
investigations

e Maths skills

Prior/Future links:

Synoptic links to past topics
and is linked to year 12
content.

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson are live marked
using a model answer
and mark scheme

e Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

Skills:

e Writing effective outline

of knowledge.

e Writing effective
application

e Writing effective
evaluation

Extended writing skills,

particularly in relation

to 8 & 16-mark answers
e Scientific processes and

data handling and

analysis  Designing

practical investigations
e Maths skills

Prior/Future links:

Prior learning about
biological explanations
from Clinical psychology
and Schizophrenia can be
applied here

Assessment:

Teachers marking and
feedback.
Students’ complete

exam questions every
lesson are live marked
using a model answer
and mark scheme

Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

Skills:

o Writing effective outline

of knowledge.

e Writing effective
application

e Writing effective
evaluation

e Extended writing skills,
particularly in relation
to 8 & 16-mark answers

e Scientific processes and
data handling and
analysis

e Designing practical
investigations

e Maths skills

Prior/Future links:

Research Methods is
embedded throughout the
course and contextualised
by the topic learnt at the
time

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson are live marked
using a model answer
and mark scheme

Peer/self-assessment
throughout the topic

checklists and marked
activities to revise key
concepts, phrases and
knowledge.

Skills:

Writing effective outline
of knowledge.

Writing effective
application

Writing effective
evaluation

Extended writing skills,
particularly in relation
to 8 & 16-mark answers

Scientific processes and
data handling and
analysis

Designing practical
investigations
e Maths skills

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson are live marked
using a model answer
and mark scheme

checklists and marked
activities to revise key
concepts, phrases and
knowledge.

Skills:

Writing effective outline
of knowledge.

Writing effective
application

Writing effective
evaluation

Extended writing skills,
particularly in relation
to 8 & 16-mark answers

Scientific processes and
data handling and
analysis

Designing practical
investigations
e Maths skills

Assessment:

e Teachers marking and
feedback.

e Students’ complete
exam questions every
lesson are live marked
using a model answer
and mark scheme

Students will be
able to complete
questions within
the correct time
frame
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